
Hanley Castle High School Curriculum Outline for parents: HISTORY 

  Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Year 
8 

Topic 
Big question / 
Overview 
 
 

How did 
Industrialisation 
change Britain? 

• Agricultural 
Revolution 

• Steam 

• Coal 

• Iron 

• Factories 

How did people 
become more 
represented by the 
changing of ideas? 

• Slavery and 
abolition 

• US and French 
Revolutions 

• Enlightenment 

• Protest and 
reform 

WWI and its impact on 
soldiers, Women,  
Empire, Ireland and 
HCHS students. 

• Causes 

• Recruitment 

• Trenches 

• Censorship 

• Somme 

• Contribution of 
empire 

• War graves of 
HCHS students 

Causes of WW2, major 
events in overview, 
impact on 
Worcestershire and 
Indian independence. 

• Causes  

• Rise of Hitler 

• Life in Nazi 
Germany 

• Homefront in 
WWII 

• WWII major 
events 

• Atom bomb 

In depth study of the 

Holocaust 

Britain post War. 
Immigration and 
cultural change 

• Causes 

• Perpetrators 

• Victims 

• Liberation 

• Remembrance 

• 1950s-2000s GB 

Overview of Cold War  

• Capitalism v 
Communism 

• Berlin 

• Korea 

• Cuba 

• Vietnam 

Disciplinary 
knowledge/skills 
Our super six history skills are: 

• Chronology 

• Cause and 

•  Consequence 

• Use of evidence -
Interpretations 

• Change and continuity 

• Significance 

• Similarity and Difference 
We specifically focus on each 
one at certain times of the 
year as outlined. 

Chronology Test on 
Y7 events and 1750-
2020. 
 
What caused the 
Industrial Revolution 
to take place in 
Britain?  
 

How far People’s lives 
improve between 
1750and 1900?  
 
Similarities and 
differences between 

different forms of 20
th

 
century government. 
 

Historical 
interpretations of 
Haig. Was he the 
Butcher of the 
Somme? 
 
How Significant was 
WWI for changing the 
attitudes of whites 
towards non-white 
people?  
 

Chronology Test of 
interwar years 
 
Causes of Indian 
Independence 
 

Historical 
interpretations  
Did ordinary Germans 
support the 
Holocaust? 
 
Similarities and 
difference: What was 
it like to be British in 
the post war period?  
 

How significant was 
the Cuban Missile 
Crisis? 
 

New vocabulary 
 
 

Industrial 
Factory 
Invention 
Agricultural 
 

Enlightenment 
Scientific 
Democracy 
Dictator 

Recruitment 
Armistice 
Trenches 
Censorship 
Soldiers 
Warfare 

Suffrage 
Racist 
Invasion 
Cultural 
Independence 
Partition 

Holocaust 
Persecution 
Genocide 

Capitalism 
Communism 
Containment 
Iron Curtain 
Deterrent  
Superpowers 

 


